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Film Review: “Stolen Children | Residential School survivors speak out”
“Stolen Children | Residential School survivors speak out” is a film covering the stories of how Residential Schools affected its survivors and their children and grandchildren. It is a 18:35 minutes video published by the National on June 2, 2015. There are stories of three survivors as they narrate firsthand of their experiences and stories of some children of the survivors.
The major part of the film is a narration from the three survivors alternately of their most memorable, frightening experiences from the residential schools. This includes how they were abused physically and suffered emotional distress from separation from their parents and boredom. Even after bad experiences, the survivors had to take their children to the same residential schools. The aim was to eradicate Indian culture by civilizing the children in boarding schools away from their parents.  The video also includes some few quotations of how the residential school system was justified by the government. Some children of survivors also tell their stories of how their parents raised them with aspects of residential schools such as abuse. 
In my opinion, this video illustrates clearly the atrocities of the residential school system. Narrations from people who experienced the system firsthand and their honest feelings about it add credibility to the story. The camera is very clear and alternating the speakers and having quotations from some political figures at the time maintains attention from the audience. It is easy to relate to real life stories and when they narrate about how they felt ashamed of their identities we can easily empathize. There are minimal distractions such as music, interruptions from the interviewer or unnecessary graphics in the background which contributes to the overall effectiveness of the video.
In conclusion, this video successfully conveyed its message on the negative effects of the residential school on the survivors and their succeeding generations. There is clarity in speech and visuals and credible information sources. I would recommend this video due to those reasons. The legacy of the residential school is an issue that has raised issues of controversy over the years and there are many who are still healing from the hurt inflicted. It is also important how one of the interviewee noted that the residential schools are still an important part of their identity and it is a history that is worth preserving.
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